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PREAMBLE

“Be the change you want to see in the world.” 
-Mahatma Gandhi.

Let us be the change we want to see!
 Together we work to realise our vision!

Every one seeks to live as part of the natural 
world in ways that mirror the care and love God has for the 
creation. Sustainable living means conducting daily 
activities in such a manner to promote, the well being of 
other people, other species, and the ability of future 
generations of all creatures to flourish. It is the daily 
working out of the stewardship mandate. But the 
environmental impact of present human activity is 
challenging. Some of the challenges we experience today 
are melting of glaciers and icebergs, rising of 
temperatures, spreading of drought, threat to many 
species, and an unsafe future to our children. Every time 
one travels or turns on computers, there is addition of 
greenhouse gases that pollute the atmosphere. It is a 
universal  problem that demands worldwide collaboration 
on every level: the political, the national, the local and the 
personal.

According to the United Nations Inter 
governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), our climate 
is undergoing dramatic changes as the direct result of 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from human activity. To 
combat global warming the present generation has to 
commit to reduce emissions of CO and other GHGs. Being 2 

carbon neutral involves calculating ones total climate-
damaging carbon emissions, reducing them wherever 
possible, and then balancing the remaining emissions, 
often by purchasing a carbon offset such as planting new 
trees or investing in “green” technologies such as solar and 
wind power and reduce environmental impact.

As higher education institutions, we have to take 
responsibility for our own environmental impact and work 
to neutralise those effects by reducing our emissions of 
greenhouse gases, cut on energy usage and use more 
renewable energy. 



In this context, systematic sustainability 
reporting helps organizations to measure the impacts 
they cause or experience, set goals, and manage change. 
A sustainability report is the key platform for 
communicating sustainability performance and impacts – 
whether positive or negative

This workshop will orient and teach participants 
the basic concepts, need, requirements and methodology 
involved in Carbon neutrality and Global reporting 
initiative. Moreover, training in GRI will help the 
participants' institutions to become more sustainable and 
contribute to sustainable development because the G4 
guidelines - Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), provide 
guidance for organizations to voluntarily report on their 
environmental, social, and governance performance and 
enable organisational transparency.

This workshop will orient and teach participants to
· raise awareness about the threats of climate 

change and green house gases 
· define the boundary (operations and services) 

and scope (type) of emission to include in the 
carbon footprint

· measure and report on institution's GHG 
emissions which must be compensated to 
achieve annual carbon neutrality

· minimise the carbon footprint by implementing 
mitigation measures

· develop an effective compensation programme 
to offset remaining emissions

· assess the impact of current and future emission 
reduction 

· promote and encourage sustainable work 
practices. 

. 

 

Goals and Objectives



INVITATION

About Madurai

About the College

Invitation for the workshop is extended to 

interested and committed faculty /researchers/students 

from higher education institutions, environmentalists 

and Policy makers. Maximum number of participants for 

the workshop would be only 35-40. Colleges can depute 

two participants preferably one from Humanities and 

one from Science departments.

Madurai  known as  the Athens of the East , is 
one of the oldest cities of India, with a history dating all 
the way  from sangam period of the pre Christian era. It is 
a place of great historical and cultural importance. It is 
the oldest city in Tamil Nadu and lies on the banks of the 
river Vaigai. Madurai is one of the liveliest cities in South 
India. It was originally known as Kadambavanam or the 
"forest of Kadamba" or the Nauclea kadamba. Madurai 
was known to be the centre of learning and pilgrimage for 
centuries. Today, Madurai is a modern commercial and 
industrial city, with a vast University campus and is 
renowned for its weaving mills and dyeing industry. The 
jasmine flowers and chungudi cotton sarees are the 
speciality of this city with its colourful tie and dye motifs. 
Handicrafts, brassware, bronze items and the famous 
wooden toys of Madurai are some of the notable 
artefacts.

Lady Doak College is one of the leading 
autonomous colleges located in the city of Madurai, 
South India. Ms. Katie Wilcox who had a vision and fervor 
for women's education founded the college in the year 
1948. It is functioning as an autonomous college since 
1978. It is affiliated to the Madurai Kamaraj University 
and reaccredited with an 'A' Grade, by NAAC, CGPA 3.44 
on a 4 point scale in the year 2013. It is awarded the status 
of College with Potential for Excellence by the University 
Grants Commission, New Delhi. Its challenging 
curriculum blended with relevant academic 
programmes, co-curricular activities, exposure 

 The city is popularly known as the “Temple 
city”, city of Jasmine, city of festivals and sleepless city. 



programmes, and a well developed student's support 
system has placed the College at the forefront in the field 
of higher education. The College currently offers 26 
undergraduate, 15 postgraduate, 9 M.Phil. and 6 research 
programmes. Besides these, 3 diploma, 4 PG diploma and 
2 certificate courses are also offered. Ours is one of the 
first few Arts and Science colleges in the state of Tamil 
Nadu, which has initiated International Student Exchange 
Programme for credit transfer in the year 2008.

The Centre for Environmental studies, Lady Doak 

College, was established in 2003, with an aim to promote 

an innovative and transdisciplinary approach to the study 

of environment through various academic and extension 

programmes. It creates community awareness and 

initiates participation by students in environmental 

management. It also coordinates various environmental 

related activities on campus. It offers an Elective Course 

'Human Environment and Society 'to all Arts and Science 

students at  the undergraduate  level in the II Semester.  

'LDC Eco Brigade' an extension programme is offered by 

the centre to first year  undergraduate -students from all 

disciplines under Part V. The Centre for Environmental 

Studies was recognized as a nodal centre for promoting  

Environmental Education in Higher Education Institution 

by UBCHEA in the year 2012 . An environment integrated 

curriculum was developed in collaboration with five other 

colleges and a book Essentials of Environmental Education 

was published. A  training on (EIA) Environmental Impact 

Assessment (Phase I) conducted in July 2014 was funded 

by UBCHEA. As a follow-up of the workshop the  Centre 

has taken up inter-disciplinary project on environmental 

impact assessment of the satellite campus of the 

institution. Lady Doak College recently received The 

Doctor  Gurusamy Mudaliar award given by the Ministry 

of Environment and Forest (Government of Tamil Nadu) 

for its  exemplary work in Environmental protection and 

management for the year 2013. 

About the Centre for Environmental Studies



VENUE and DATE

Accommodation

Resource Person 

Organising Secretary

Members

th st The workshop will be held on 20  and 21   
February 2015 at Lady Doak College, Madurai, Tamilnadu, 
India. 

 Time         
frame 
Day I Steps to achieve Discussion and the 

carbon neutrality establishment of  working 
groups to formulate a 
systematic road map to 
achieve carbon neutrality

Day II Global Reporting 
Initiative 

Demand draft drawn in favour of Treasurer, 
KWEA, payable at Madurai to be sent on or before                     

th13  February  2015.
Name of the Bank : State Bank of India, 

Lady Doak College Branch, Lady Doak College Campus, 
Madurai - 625002

Lady Doak College will provide accommodation 
for the outstation participants and take care of hospitality.

Mr. G. Muralidaran, 
Lead Auditor, RINA, Bangalore

Dr. R. Gunaseeli

Mrs.  Priyatharshini Rajendran 
Mrs. Janaki Ganapathy 
Dr. A. S. Priscilla 
Mrs. Mahalakshmi 
Mrs. Sakthieaswari   
Ms. D. Deva Sangeetha 
Ms. Sivakama Sundari 

Registration Fee : Rs.500/-

Activity Evaluation

Reflection
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